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Waterwise Press Release, Friday 14 September 2007
Chris Philpot, Media and Campaigns Manager, Waterwise (020 7957 4615)

Waterwise welcomes the Quality of Life Policy Commission’s Blueprint for a Green Economy.

Today, Waterwise welcomed the Quality of Life Policy Commission’s Blueprint for a Green Economy.

Waterwise’s Director, Jacob Tompkins, said,

‘We very much welcome the Commission’s focus on promoting the value of water to all of us in every aspect of our lives, and on wasting less water.  In the past two years in the UK we have seen the lowest and highest rainfall for a century, with widespread drought and devastating floods, and both of these led to water shortages. All of us are using more and more water each day, and as climate change worsens, and more homes are built in water-stressed areas to meet housing needs, the pressures on our water supply will increase.’
‘The Commission outlines the scale of the problem, and proposes a wide-ranging package of measures to address it. We particularly welcome the recommendations on 
· a large-scale smart water metering programme, accompanied by tariffs to reflect the value of water but protect vulnerable groups, to reflect the value of water
· incentives to help us waste less water, such as stamp duty and council tax rebates and green mortgages for water efficient homes
· comprehensive measures to make new and existing homes water efficient, including a whole building standard of 110 litres per person per day – advocated by Waterwise as a demanding but achievable target – and the inclusion of water efficiency in Energy Performance Certificates’
‘We also welcome the Commission’s kind references to Waterwise’s work since we began in September 2005, and particularly their recommendation that our Waterwise Marque should be extended first into a national then an EU-wide scheme to inform consumers about the water efficiency of products they buy.  This is something we are keen to discuss with the Bathroom Manufacturer’s Association.’
‘The government is taking forward many measures to increase water efficiency in our homes, buildings and lives. The Commission’s report is a comprehensive and useful contribution to the debate. We look forward to the Conservative Party’s response to the report – we will publish our own full report in the coming weeks.’
For more information on the Quality of Life Policy please visit:
http://www.qualityoflifechallenge.com/documents/fullreport-1.pdf
ENDS
Notes to Editors 
· Waterwise is an independent, not for profit, non-governmental organisation focused on decreasing water consumption in the UK by 2010 and building the evidence base for large scale water efficiency. We are the leading authority on water efficiency in the UK. We sit on the UK Environment Minister’s Water Saving Group alongside the water industry and regulators.   For more information please visit www.waterwise.org.uk 
· The Bathroom Manufacturers Association is the trade association for bathroom manufacturers operating in the UK. Its authority is underlined by a membership that represents more than 87 per cent of the mainstream bathroom business undertaken within the UK. The BMA’s prime objective is to provide an independent forum for bathroom manufacturers trading in the UK to properly discuss and debate matters of mutual interest.  The BMA acts as an information highway between Industry, Government and the consumer on issues that affect the bathroom business.
www.bathroom-association.org
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